Reference No: YN1502 Sending No 5 65 7 6 9 Sending Da te: 2006.12,12 

Notice of Reasons for Refusal 



Application No. 2003-288338 

Drafting Date 2006.12.8 
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Applied Provision Patent Law Section 29(2) 



This application should be rejected by the following reasons. If 
there are arguments about the reasons, please submit a statement of 
your arguments within three months from Sending Date of this notice. 



Reason 

The inventions which are claimed by following claims of this 
application could easily have been made, prior to the filling of the 
patent application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art to which 
the invention pertains, on the basis of an invention or inventions 
which were described in the following distributed publications or made 
available to the public through electric telecommunication lines in 
Japan or elsewhere prior to the filling of the patent application, 
the claimed inventions are unpatentable under Patent Law Section 
29(2). 



Note (as concerns the cited documents, see Cited documents list) 

* Claims 1-5 

* Cited documents 1-4 

* Remarks 

The cited document 1 discloses a composite system for radiation 
therapy; comprising an MRI apparatus for checking the position of an 
affected portion of a patient to be irradiated; an irradiation 
apparatus for disposing, on the basis of positional information of 



the affected portion checked by the MRI apparatus, the patient at a 
specific position at which the affected portion is aligned to an 
irradiation position, and performing irradiation to the affected 
portion; a bed used for the MRI apparatus and the irradiation apparatus, 
in a state that the patient lies on the bed, and comprises positional 
adjustment means for the used apparatuses; and means for moving the 
patient from the MRI apparatus to the specific position of the 
irradiation apparatus; wherein the means for moving comprises a linear 
moving mechanism for the bed to the patient dispose at the specific 
position of the irradiation apparatus, and the bed is disposed to be 
movable between the MRI apparatus and the irradiation apparatus. 

The cited document 2 discloses that a diagnosis apparatus which 
comprises moving mechanisms for linearly moving a CT gantry and a bed, 
wherein the movement directions of the CT gantry and the bed cross 
each other. 

The cited document 3 discloses that a treatment scheduling device 
for planning a treatment schedule, wherein different apparatuses {a 
CT simulator and an X-ray simulator) are disposed in parallel. 

All the inventions described the cited documents 1-3 belong to the 
same technical field that is a treatment and diagnosis apparatus and 
made the gantry and the bed be movable relatively, therefore, applying 
the movable structure of the cited document 2 to the MRI apparatus 
of the cited document 1 and being the MRI apparatus and the irradiation 
apparatus disposed in parallel as described the cited document 3 to 
obtain the same structure as the claimed invention by claim 1 of this 
application would have been easily made by a person skilled in the 
art . 



Against to the claim 2 



The cited document 3 discloses that the bed comprises an isocentric 
rotation mechanism . 



Against to the claim 3 

Comprising an X-ray simulator is mere a workshop modification of 
design which a person skilled in the art could perform appropriately 
if necessary. That is to say, The system of the cited document 1 
applies an MRI apparatus to integrate an X-ray simulator with a CT 
apparatus, constituting an MRI apparatus by applying the X-ray 
simulator and the CT apparatus, respectively, as before, is mere a 
workshop modification of design which a person skilled in the art could 
perform if necessary. 

Against to the claim 4 

The point that the detectable region of the CT scanner has a diameter 
to make adjustable the position of the patient in the lateral direction 
in the region is mere a workshop modification of design which a person 
skilled in the art could perform if necessary, (see the cited document 
4, e.g. ) 

Against to claim 5 

The cited document 2 discloses that the CT scanner in itself 
comprises movable structure in the lateral direction of the patient, 
therefore, adjusting a relative position with the bed by lateral 
direction movement of the CT gantry in itself in place of the lateral 
direction movement of the bed would have been easily made by a person 
skilled in the art. 
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If there are inquiries about contents of this Notice of Reason for 
Refusal, please contact it at the following. 
The patent examination Part 2 welfare / service machinery 
TEL. 03(3581)1101 Extension 3345 
FAX. 03(3501)0672 
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